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it is admired, must sometimes be suspected. Much of Plato's 
Apology has to be interpreted afresh; Xenophon has to be dis- 
credited altogether ; a greater weight has to be put on the testi- 
mony of Aristophanes 's Clouds than the play will perhaps bear; 
a crucial passage of Aristotle has to be explained away. Tre- 
mendous operations all of them, and opinions will differ as to 
the extent to which, in attacking them, Prof. Taylor has given 
us 'truth mixed with error, shade with rays.' Meanwhile there 
can be no dispute as to the service he has done in showing up 
the puzzles, too often shirked, that cluster round a subject which 
is vital for the whole history of philosophy. We are promised 
a second series of essays on the same theme, and I hope that 
their appearance will not be long delayed. 

Sydney Waterlow. 
London, England. 

Un Romantisme Utilitaire: fitude sur le mouvement prag- 
matiste. Par Rene' Berthelot, membre de l'Academie de 
Belgique. Le pragmatisme chez Nietzsche et chez Poincare. 
Paris: Librairie Felix Alcan, 1911. Pp. 416. 

In accordance with his interpretation of pragmatism as "un 
romantisme utilitaire," M. Berthelot seeks various divergent 
sources for the thought of Nietzsche and Poincare, and his work 
is interesting and able as a history of modern thought. The 
best part of the book is that devoted to the "fragmentary and 
hesitating" pragmatism of the scientist, where the treatment of 
the doctrine of probability is particularly good and suggestive. 
The defense of Euclidean geometry will interest many, although 
it does not seem conclusive, whilst no reason seems given for 
the concluding remark (p. 401) that the principles of geometry 
correspond to an essential moment in the mind's dialectic. 

In discussing Nietzsche, M. Berthelot is too interested in seek- 
ing 'sources,' although this makes his essay more generally in- 
structive. He tends to agreement with Nietzsche chiefly in his 
ethical views. Moralists go astray in postulating a system 
of practical judgments free from contradiction (pp. 180^) : 
the conflict of moral interests shows that this is absurd. But 
surely there is no contradiction in saying, for example, that x 
is good, y is good, and % and y are not both obtainable; yet 
this is all that M. Berthelot offers as his proof. 
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Both Nietzsche and Poineare, he thinks, are misled by equiv- 
ocal terms, such as 'life,' 'simple,' etc. A future work is. 
promised on forms of pragmatism intermediary to the radical 
pragmatism of the artist, Nietzsche, and the tentative partial 
pragmatism of the scientist, Poineare. M. Berthelot has cer- 
tainly undertaken the most complete account and criticism 
yet attempted of this movement, and this first installment 
abundantly shows his competence for such a considerable 
task. 

R. Smith. 

Cambridge, England. 

Razionalismo e Misticismo, Saggi e Profili. By Michele 
Losacco. Milano : Libreria Editrice Milanese, 1911. Pp. 259. 

The first half of this book consists of six fairly long essays 
on Rationalism and Mysticism, Mysticism in the early Greek 
Philosophers, The Renaissance of Mysticism, Meinong's Gegen- 
standstheorie and Rationalism, Rationalism and Intuitionism, 
and on Jacob Boehme. The second hundred pages contain four- 
teen brief articles on Hegel, Leopardi, Hamann, Croce, Delacroix, 
Varisco, etc., of such an ephemeral nature that they hardly 
merited reprinting in a volume. It would seem that the title 
is due to an attempt to confer a fictitious unity by an opening 
essay upon a number of scattered articles and reviews. Ration- 
alism and mysticism, indeed, understood as the author wishes to 
understand those terms, would shelter any philosophical writing 
whatever under its Eegis. Rationalism, we are told, is "that atti- 
tude which admits the presence in the universe of an absolute 
and infinite reason whereof human consciousness forms but a 
part." Of mysticism we are given no formal definition of the 
writer's own, but he quotes with approval: "The word 'mystic' 
is used to designate anyone who regards as supreme a definite 
ideal, for which he strives with his whole being, whether that 
ideal be religious, moral, aesthetic, or political. Reasoned philo- 
sophical demonstration may be present together with the emo- 
tion which inspires the pursuit of this ideal, — or it may be 
absent. In any case, however, the necessary characteristic re- 
mains the need of fixing the thought upon an object which of 
itself entirely satisfies it." 

Neither is the former the rationalism nor the latter the mysti- 



